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NORTH HILL PARISH COUNCIL
Chairman: Mary Budge
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THE 5th OCTOBER 2026

Present:
Councillor Mary Budge – Chairman
Councillor Richard Randall – Vice Chairman
Councillor David Daniells
Councillor Corinne Dennis
Councillor Steve Sandercock
Councillor Courtney Walters
Councillor Adrian Parsons

In attendance
Two members of the public were in attendance.  Mrs Lena Batten (clerk).
The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting.  

1.      To receive apologies:
To receive apologies – Councillor R. Hudson.

2.      Code of Conduct:
a)      To receive declarations: None.    
b)      To grant dispensations: None.  

Councillor Hayley Budge entered the room.  

[bookmark: _Hlk155346934]3.      Public comments on items on the agenda only: 
Two members of the public were in attendance and the Chairman invited them to speak.  One member of the public introduced himself and reported that he had attended the meeting to give the Parish Council an overview of the works that had been completed on his land at Moorlandview barn.  He confirmed that there was nobody residing on the land which was being used for agricultural purposes only and detailed the work that had been done to date in order to tidy up the area.  The Chairman asked the meeting if there were any questions and following a brief discussion one Councillor concluded that technically as the field had been formally named with a postbox, it led members of the community believe that there were individuals residing there which was clearly not the case.  It was agreed that the land was being used for agricultural use only and the Chairman thanked both members of the public for their attendance.  Both members of the public left the room.  

4.       To receive and approve the minutes of the 10th September 2026 full Council Meeting:
It was proposed by all that the minutes of the meeting of North Hill Parish Council held on the 10th September 2026 be confirmed as an accurate record and signed by the Chairman, proposed by Cllr R. Randall and seconded by Cllr C. Dennis. 

5.        Any matters arising from the past minutes not on the current agenda:
The clerk shared an email received that morning from Alturnun Parish Council which detailed that a letter had been sent to Ben Maguire, MP, which raised concerns about the significant adverse effect on local villages of the A30 Kennards house – Five Lanes Highways works.  The letter requested a meeting with Ben Maguire, MP, to look at a co-ordinated method of parishes being able to feed into his office alongside practical solutions to the current situation being put forward.  
Resolved that North Hill Parish Council would welcome an invite to attend a meeting.  

One Councillor reported the fly tipping of a mattress to the side of a road near Bathpool.
Resolved that the clerk would report this as fly tipping to Cornwall Council.  
  
6.        To consider planning applications from Cornwall Council by the date of this meeting:
6.1      PA26/04994 - S52/S106 and discharge of condition apps - Treswell Farm, Bodmin Road, Congdons Shop, PL15 7PN - Proposal Submission of details to discharge Condition numbers 3 (Stone/Mortar Sample), 4  (Survey/demolition), 5 (Slates), 6 (Joinery), 7 (Ventilation) and 8 (Rainwater goods) in respect of Decision Notice PA20/06625 dated 02/10/20 – This was noted for information.
6.2      PA26/06118 – Land South of Marneska, Tremollett Road, Coads Green – Residential development x 2 dwellings including garages, parking, access and landscaping – no site visit required – It was agreed that North Hill Parish Council had no objection to the application however felt that houses rather than bungalows would have been more in keeping with the immediate surroundings.  
6.3      PA26/05826 – Treswell farm, Barn B, Congdon’s Shop – change of use of three agricultural barns to dwellings, demolition of two pole barns, improved site access, parking etc, with variation of condition 2 of decision PA20/04312 dated 02/10/2020 – no site visit required – North Hill Parish Council had no comments to submit.
6.4      PA26/05827 – Treswell farm, Bodmin Road, Congdon’s shop – Listed building consent for alterations to Barn B – no site visit required – North Hill Parish Council had no comments to submit. 
6.5     EN26/00702 – Moorland View Barn, Tremollett Road, Coads Green – Following submitted complaint a development officer has been allocated for investigation – This was noted for information.  
6.6     PA20/04468 – the amendments discussed at the September meeting do not affect any CIL funding – This was noted for information.  

7.       Any applications received before the date of this meeting: 
None. 
  
8.       To review correspondence and to agree responses required:
8.1     To receive informal notes from Cornwall’s Local Plan for affordable housing which took place on the 16th September 2026:
The clerk confirmed these had been distributed via email prior to the meeting and one Councillor had been given a hard copy for information.  
8.2     To receive an update and further quote in relation to height restriction barrier to be placed at North Hill Village Hall car park:  
The two quotes had previously been shared at the September meeting, a further quote had been requested.  The clerk confirmed she was waiting for the quote which had not yet arrived.    
8.3     To receive an update from one Councillor regarding the Emergency Plan: 
The emergency plan had been distributed prior to the meeting by one Councillor.  The next steps were to i) agree how to structure the volunteer network, ii) establish a list of resources that will be available in an emergency, iii) agree the content for the website and calls for volunteers.  
Resolved that this was deferred to the next meeting and following the Climate Emergency Presentation due to take place in North Hill Village Hall on the 6th November 2026.  
8.4     To consider / resolve if there is a scheme eligible for funding under the Community Legacy Fund: 
Application for funding towards the new defibrillator at North Hill was considered and it was agreed that due to timescales, if the North Hill Defibrillator had already been replaced, application could be made for a further defibrillator to be located around Berrio Bridge.
Resolved that dependent upon advice from Cllr A. Parsons with regards to threshold criteria for application, the clerk would apply for funding under the Community legacy fund.  
8.5     To receive an update in relation to the purchase of the new defibrillator for North Hill Village: 
The clerk updated the meeting to confirm that Duchy Defibrillators had been informed they were the successful quote and would ensure a new defib was fitted by the 16th November 2026.  The clerk was waiting to see if they could house the defibrillator in the cabinet which was currently situated in the phone box at North Hill.  If a new cabinet was required this would incur an additional cost.  A temporary guardian had been identified and the clerk would contact Springfields with a view to identifying a permanent guardian as soon as the defibrillator had been fitted.  
Resolved that the clerk would contact Duchy Defibrillators to see if there was a confirmed date for fitting and clarify if the defibrillator would cover two postcodes as this had been a problem in the past.   
8.6     To receive an update of the organising of the Remembrance service to be held Sunday 8th November 2026 3.00pm:
The clerk stated that the local PSCO had confirmed attendance for insurance purposes, Reverend Sean Clancy had confirmed his attendance to lead the service, also Mr Brian Davis to lay the Wreath and one member of the public would sound the Last Post.  The Wreath had been ordered and arrangements made to clean the Memorial on Saturday 7th November 2026.  
8.7     To note for information a response from the Address Management Team to confirm they will look at new signage for Lynher View and Lynher Way but this could take several months:  
This was noted for information.   
8.8     To note for information the clerk is waiting for a response from Joanne Merriner to confirm a date for the delivery of a National Emergency Briefing to be held at North Hill Village Hall:   
The date had now been confirmed for the 6th November 2026 to take place at North Hill Village Hall at 7.00pm. 
Resolved that adverts would be delivered to the Chairman for distribution on the boards in the parish and had been placed on the website and facebook.   
   
9.       To review details for North Hill Parish Council Cemetery: 
To update that the clerk was at the village hall on Friday 25th 2026 whilst obtaining a quote for the height barrier and the gentleman also asked to quote for the path.  However, the tender process was closed in March 2026 and the successful tender had committed to completing the works if one within 12 to 18 months:
This was noted for information. 

10.     Approval of the list of payments / receipts for September 2026 and to receive September 2026 bank statement:
10.1    List of payments:
i) £18.00 (PAYE G. Pollard payroll, Sept, dd)
ii) £647.52 (Lena Batten, Salary, Sept)
iii) £43.64 (Lena Batten, room rent, Sept)  
iv) £205.47 (Lena Batten, N.I. and tax Sept) 
Resolved that all payments were authorised, proposed by Cllr H. Budge and seconded by Cllr C. Dennis with all in favour.  
10.2    Receipts: 
i) £9250.00 (2nd precept instalment). 
10.3   To receive September 2026 bank statement:
Bank statement as of 30th September 2026 £22,124.28. 
Resolved that the bank statement be agreed as correct proposed by Cllr R. Randall and seconded by Cllr D. Daniells and the Chairman signed the transactions.  

11.     To review monthly budget reconciliations:
11.1   Budget Sheet attached:
Resolved that the budget sheets were agreed to be an accurate record for September 2026 proposed by Cllr R. Randall and seconded by Cllr C. Walters with all in favour.  Councillor R. Randall reported that current expenditure was at 38% of the annual budget for the six month period.  

Councillor Adrian Parsons entered the room and gave apologies for being late.

12.     To accept the six month financial review for 2026-2027:
A copy of the six month financial review had previously been distributed with the agenda.
The Chairman also shared the figures with the meeting.
Resolved that the six month financial review be agreed and accepted. 
12.1   To set the budget for the next financial year 2027-2028 and agree the precept amount for submission:
Considerable debate took place with regards to the need to reduce the outgoings for the Parish Council over the next financial year due to the recent recall of a significant amount of CIL funding.  The items were discussed and debated individually until a consensus was met. 
Resolved that the precept be increased to £19,400.00 for the financial year 2027-2028 proposed by Cllr R. Randall and seconded by Cllr C. Walters with all in favour.  
12.2   To review / update North Hill Parish Council’s Risk Assessment and Management Procedures:
The Risk Assessment and Management Procedure was distributed prior to the meeting.  The Chairman asked if there were any amendments / updates to make.  It was agreed that there were no updates / amendments to make.
Resolved that North Hill Parish Council’s Risk Assessment and Management Procedures be agreed.  
12.3   To review / update North Hill Parish Council’s Asset Register:
The Asset Register was distributed with the agenda prior to the meeting.  The Chairman asked if there were any amendments / updates to make.  It was agreed that the old pump located at Coads Green should be added as a nominal value.
Resolved that North Hill Parish Council’s Asset Register would be updated to include the old pump at Coads Green and was agreed. The clerk would confirm if the pump was insured. 

13.    To review monthly RAG:
Hedgerows – The clerk was asked to contact Highways again in relation to hedgerows not being cut. 
Water on the road at Port Lane – Highways had confirmed that work was due to start on the 26th October 2026.  Once work has commenced this item would be removed from the RAG.
Flooding at Mill Lane – The clerk was asked to contact Highways to check progress as the last correspondence received in June 2026 stated that this was under review.  
Drop at St Torneys Church – After contacting numerous different agencies the clerk reported that she was unable to confirm who was responsible but had been forwarded written confirmation from Cornwall Council and the Church Buildings Disposal Scheme, that neither were responsible.  The Chairman confirmed that the drop was dangerous and once some trees had been sought, would ensure they were planted to reduce the risk. 
Stile at footpath 528/8/1 – the clerk was liaising with Countryside services who had confirmed they had written to the land owner however had not received a response.  They would pursue contact and update the clerk when any further action was taken. 
Footbridge at footpath 528/9/2 – the clerk had sent pictures and was liaising with Countryside services who had asked her to place a notice on the footbridge.  It was confirmed to be logged for inspection.  Cllr A. Parsons asked the clerk to copy him into any further emails.  

13.    Report from Cornwall Council Ward Member Councillor Parsons:
Cllr A. Parsons reported that the difficulties with traffic management remain ongoing with the Highways works on the A30 and reported that there are now traffic lights at Trekelland Bridge, which he has received several positive comments about.  He provided an overview of Cornwall Council’s budget deficit and reiterated the need for a more robust plan around the traffic management at this difficult time.     

14.    Items for inclusion at the next meeting:
Community Grants.  

15.    Date and time of next meeting:
The next meeting was confirmed for the 2nd November 2026 at 7.30pm.    

16.    Close of business:  The meeting closed at 10.26pm.  






  





Sign and date Chairman ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

